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For recycling and solid waste information in  the
area surrounding Omaha, please call the follow-
ing:

Bellevue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 293–3028

Carter Lake . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 339–3479

Council Bluffs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 328–4666

Elkhorn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Call MAPA
LaVista . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Call MAPA
Papillion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 597–2044

Ralston . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 331–6677

Unincorporated
Douglas County . . . . . . . . . . . . . 444–7485

Unincorporated
Sarpy County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 253–2371

Unincorporated
Pottawattamie County . . . . . . . . . 328–5792

MAPA—Metropolitan Area
Planning Agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . 444–6866

Nebraska State
Recycling Association . . . . . . . . . 444–4188

Keep Omaha Beautiful . . . . . . . . . . . 444–7774

Nebraska Department of
Environmental Quality . . . . (402) 441–4210

Iowa State Recycling
Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . (515) 265–4275

Iowa Department of
Natural Resources . . . . . . . . (515) 281–5973

Recycling
Collection &
Processing

Garbage
Collection &

Disposal

Yardwaste
Collection &
Processing

Air Quality
Monitoring &
Enforcement

Waste Water
Monitoring &
Enforcement

Avoiding waste
through reuse

is an important part
of Omaha’s
 solid waste

management plan.
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For recycling and solid waste information in
Omaha, try these information resources.

By Phone &&&&& Fax ✆
From a touch tone phone, call 444–3610, then

select from these categories:

Voice Fax
Recycling, Curbside 680 109

Recycling, Special Topics 683 113

Recycling, Drop-off 685 107

Garbage Collection 682 127

Yardwaste Collection 681 127

Collection Complaints 684 127

Bulky Item Disposal 686 108

By Internet �
Information is also available through the internet
from the Environmental Quality Division’s home
page.  Visit it at:

http://www.wasteline.org

The City of Omaha’s home page is:

http://www.ci.omaha.ne.us



A s a nation, we are starting to realize
that we can’t solve the solid waste
dilemma just by finding new places
to put trash.  Across the country,

many individuals, communities, and businesses
have found creative ways to better manage their
trash through reuse and other waste manage-
ment practices, such as composting, recycling
and waste reduction.

Use it again.

Simply put, reuse is the continuing use of an
item for its original purpose or for a new use.

Reuse means to use a durable product instead of
a disposable item.  Reuse also means to adapt a
waste item for a new use.  Reuse can help reduce
waste disposal and handling costs because it
avoids the costs of recycling, municipal
composting, or landfilling.  It also conserves re-
sources and reduces pollution.  It is a preferred
waste management option since it actually pre-
vents the generation of waste in the first place.
In addition, the practice doesn’t result in simply
moving waste from one place to another.

Choosing to reuse is likely to require some change
in our daily routines.  Changing habits does not
mean a return to a more difficult life-style.  In
fact, just the opposite may happen like taking
out the garbage less often.  Reuse can be as simple
as reaching for a sponge or rag instead of a pa-
per towel.

If we don’t reuse waste, the economic and social
costs of waste disposal will continue to increase,
and communities—large and small, urban and
suburban—will face increasingly harder deci-
sions about managing their waste.

Everyone has a role

We all need to evaluate our daily waste-produc-
ing activities to determine which ones are essen-
tial (such as buying medicines and food wrapped

in packaging for our safety and health), and
which are not (such as purchasing overpackaged
single serving items).  Use this list to get you
started reusing.

▲ Loose fill packing peanuts are taken back for
reuse by most mailing and shipping stores.  Look
in the yellow pages under the heading Packag-
ing Service.

▲ Save egg cartons, clean foam meat trays, etc.
for school or church art supplies.  Be sure to
check with the art teacher or principal first,
and ask them when it is convenient for you to
bring your materials to the school.

▲ Use the Sunday comics or the sports or finance
page as appropriate for wrapping paper.  Then
recycle it!

▲ Cut the top off of a soda bottle (1 or 2 liter) and
use it to hold celery or carrots in the refrigera-
tor.  Use the top you cut off as a funnel.

▲ Plastic jugs that once held milk or bleach can
be cut into scoops (keep the lid on) with a handy
gripping handle for dog food, bird
seed or other dry material.

▲ Empty yogurt containers can be used
to make single serving gelatin or pud-
ding cups for kids’ lunches.

▲ Old plastic shower curtains can be
saved and used for a durable paint
drop cloth, or kept in the car for
emergency repairs.

▲ Use old, worn out clothing for rags.

▲ Some hair care stores now sell prod-
ucts in refillable bottles.

▲ Reuse large manila envelopes by open-
ing them carefully.

▲ Give usable but unneeded building
materials and paint to neighbors, com-
munity groups, theatres, or schools.

▲ Rechargeable batteries are reused over and over
again before they must be discarded.  Ni-Cad
batteries are potentially hazardous.  Before dis-
carding, contact the manufacturer to see if they
will accept back the old batteries, or purchase
your new rechargeable batteries from a busi-
ness that will accept and properly dispose of
your old batteries.

▲ Sell or donate usable second hand goods.  To
sell items, look up Consignment Service in the
yellow pages.  Donations may be made to busi-
nesses under the heading Thrift Stores listed in
the yellow pages.  Remember that thrift stores
are charity organizations—they don’t want your
junk.  Another option—you can hold a garage
sale for yourself.

▲ Purchase canvas or string shopping bags and
use them instead of paper or plastic bags at the
grocery store and other places you shop.

▲ Turn file folders inside out and use them again.

▲ Make scratch pads from used paper.

▲ Use remanufactured laser printer
toner cartridges (and some small
photo copiers and plain paper fax
machines) as well as ink jet car-
tridges.  Look in the yellow pages
under the heading Computers-Sup-
plies & Parts.

▲ Take a coffee mug to work with you
and to meetings instead of using a
disposable cup.

▲ Purchase and use a reusable coffee
filter.


